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Dear Fellow Kansans:

As the Chair and Co-Chair of the Kansas Cancer Partnership (KCP), we are pleased to provide 
you with the 2017-2021 Kansas Cancer Prevention and Control Plan. This plan is the result of 
the collaboration among cancer stakeholders throughout Kansas. Achievement of the goals and 
objectives presented here will reduce the burden and suffering from cancer and enhance the lives of 
cancer survivors and their families. 

Significant accomplishments were made through the work of individuals and agencies since the 
release of the previous Kansas cancer plan in 2012, yet more work remains. To echo the 2016 
National Cancer Moonshot Initiative, we look forward to working with Kansans toward unprecedented 
improvements in prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer. 

The 2017-2021 plan outlines goals and objectives along a cancer continuum. Goals include:

Cross-Cutting: Build overall capacity for cancer prevention and control in Kansas

Prevention: Prevent cancer from occurring or recurring

Early Detection and Diagnosis: Detect cancer in its earliest stage through early detection and 
a timely, definitive diagnosis

Post-Diagnosis and Quality of Life: Assure the highest quality of life during and after 
treatment for Kansans who have been diagnosed with cancer

Cancer touches many Kansans every day. We have both personally been diagnosed with cancer, 
and were fortunate to have excellent support systems of family and friends, access to quality cancer 
care and health insurance. These are all factors that reduce the burden of a cancer diagnosis on the 
individual, their family and on Kansas. All Kansans should have the same opportunities. 

The Kansas Cancer Partnership fosters the development, coordination and implementation of cancer 
prevention and control in Kansas. We encourage new members to take an active role in working with 
us on the goals, objectives and strategies in this plan. Please visit www.KSCancerPartnership.org for 
information on becoming a member and join us to address the burden of cancer in Kansas.

Sincerely,

Gary Doolittle, MD 
Capitol Federal Masonic Professor,  
Clinical Oncology Assistant Dean  
for Foundational Sciences 
University of Kansas Cancer Center

Peggy Johnson, Executive Director/COO 
Wichita Medical Research and Education 
Mission Advisory Council   
Mid-Kansas Affiliate, Susan G. Komen – Kansas
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Introduction
Purpose
The Kansas Cancer Prevention and Control Plan is a road map for addressing cancer in the  
following ways:

• Addresses issues common across all cancers and highlights cancers with the highest incidence 
and mortality in Kansas.

• Presents methods that have worked in similar communities to prevent, diagnose and treat 
cancers, and improve survivor quality of life.

• Promotes activities that increase healthy choices, cancer screening, access to care and  
health equity. 

Kansas Cancer Partnership (KCP)

Comprehensive Cancer Prevention and Control is an approach supported by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) that brings together key partners and organizations to form coalitions 
dedicated to preventing and controlling cancer. State and regional coalitions include diverse partners 
from all areas of the community who commit time and resources to address cancer in their state. 
Coalitions are charged with developing a plan to reduce the number of community members who get 
or die from cancer. 

The Kansas Cancer Partnership (KCP) coordinates partners to identify and prioritize goals and 
objectives to prevent cancer from occurring, detect cancer at its earliest stages, assure access to high 
quality cancer treatment and improve the quality of life of cancer patients and survivors as they live 
with and beyond the disease. The state cancer plan and its companion document, Burden of Cancer 
in Kansas, January 2017, inform work of KCP, its workgroups and regional coalitions. KCP recognizes 
the contributions of the many individuals, advocates and agencies working on cancer initiatives that 
are and are not represented in this plan. 

State Cancer Plan Implementation
The key to a successful plan lies in implementation. KCP workgroups and regional coalitions select 
priority objectives annually, using criteria such as need, potential impact and likelihood for success. 
Ultimately, state plan implementation will increase use of evidence-based approaches, data for 
planning and evaluation, clinical-community linkages, health systems change and quality clinical 
preventive services. Baseline data and five year targets will be used for evaluation of strategies in  
the plan.

The Kansas public health system is committed to continual improvement 
and working together to prevent disease and injury, help people manage 
existing health conditions and promote healthy behaviors. In keeping with this 
commitment, the KDHE Cancer Prevention and Control Program supports 
Kansas Cancer Partnership efforts to implement this state plan by providing staff 
support, training and technical assistance, assessment of epidemiologic data, 
and evaluation of intervention effectiveness to accomplish the goal of reducing 
the incidence and burden of cancer in Kansas.

Susan Mosier, MD, MBA, FACS 
KDHE Secretary and State Health Officer
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KCP Membership
KCP is an inclusive coalition that welcomes new members who want to take an active role in working 
on the goals, objectives and strategies in the state cancer plan. KCP meets in-person twice a year, 
with workgroups meeting more often by video conferencing or conference call. Information about KCP 
membership may be found at www.KSCancerPartnership.org. 

Regional Coalitions 
Regional coalitions conduct strategic planning to select locally relevant priorities from the state 
cancer plan and design interventions specific to the unique characteristics of their regions. Regional 
coalitions meet approximately monthly by phone or in person. In 2017 there were regional coalitions 
in the south central, south east and north central areas of the state, with a fourth planned in south 
west Kansas.
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